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UN Tourism’s Statistics 

Database

Most comprehensive 

repository of statistical 

information available on 

the tourism sector, for the 

public good

“You can not manage what you can not measure”
(Peter Drucker)

“Without data you are just another person with an opinion”
(W. Edwards Deming)

“Est modus in rebus”
(Horace)



Why we embarked on 
the modernization of 
the database?

To make life easier 
for data reporters 
and users!

✓ Reduce reporting burden

✓ Flexible submissions

✓ Smart validation

✓ Enhance quality across the process

✓ Minimize duplication across international organizations

✓ More professional data management based on international standards, such as 

SDMX, ad Generic Statistics business Process model as well as other best 

practices

✓ Improve storage 

✓ Improve metadata documentation

✓ Improve timeliness (reducing publication lag)



The journey ahead…

Next steps

✓ Ambition to incorporate more pre-filling where possible

✓ Year-rolling questionnaire for reporting flexibility and improved timeliness

✓ Tailored dissemination material for different audiences, new fee-based content 

(premium)

✓ Moving towards open data 

✓ Publication calendar (with countries reporting data when available)

✓ New storage

✓ Improved metadata

✓ New indicators based on MST



What’s inside the UN Tourism Statistics 

Database ?

▪ Trusted data for smarter decisions.

▪ From arrivals to employment — a comprehensive picture.

▪ Globally comparable, officially reported.

▪ Evidence that drives tourism policy.



Basic Tourism Statistics

Inbound
Tourism

Number of trips

Duration

Travel party size

Main purpose

Mode of transport

Male/Female visitor

Organization of the trip

Trips by country of 
residence

Number of trips and 
duration, by month

Domestic
Tourism

Number of trips

Duration

Travel party size

Main purpose

Mode of transport

Male/Female 
visitor

Organization of the 
trip

Number of trips 
and duration, by 

month

Outbound
Tourism

Number of trips

Duration

Travel party size

Main purpose

Mode of transport

Male/Female visitor

Organization of the 
trip

Departures by 
country of 
destination

Departures by month

Occupancy and 
capacity

Occupancy in market 
accommodation 

Occupancy in non-market 
accommodation (private 

accommodation)

Capacity in market 
accommodation

Number of establishments

Overnights by country of 
residence of the tourists

Occupancy in market 
accommodation, by month

How tourism 
is performing?

Flows, 
Occupancy & 
Capacity

https://www.unwto.org/tourism
-statistics/tourism-statistics-
database



Economic Tourism Statistics

Expenditure

Inbound tourism 
expenditure by 

products and classes 
of visitors

Domestic tourism 
expenditure by 

products and classes 
of visitors

Outbound tourism 
expenditure by 

products and classes 
of visitors

Balance of Payments 
Data

Contribution 
to national 
economy

Tourism Direct 
GDP 

Tourism Direct 
GDP as 

proportion of total 
GDP

Tourism Direct 
Gross Value 

Added

Tourism Direct 
GVA as 

proportion of total 
GVA

Employment

Employed persons 
in the tourism 
industries, by 

male/female and 
status in 

employment

Compensation of 
employees

jobs in tourism 
industries, by 

male/female and 
status

Tourism 
industries

Number of 
establishments

Gross Value added 
by tourism 
industries

Beyond growth:

Tourism’s Key 
Economic 
Indicators

https://www.unwto.org/tourism-
statistics/tourism-statistics-database



Tourism 
Indicators for 
monitoring the 
Sustainable 
Development 
Goals

Tourism SDGs indicators

Economic

SDG 8.9.1

Tourism Direct 
GDP 

Social

SDG 8.9.2 NEW!!

Employed persons in 
the tourism 
industries

Monitoring 
implementation

SDG 12.b.1

Implementation of 
standard accounting 
tools to monitor the 

economic and 
environmental aspects 

of tourism 
sustainability

https://www.unwto.org/tourism-
statistics/tourism-statistics-database



Where to find the data?

UN Tourism Statistics Database Webpage

 https://www.untourism.int/tourism-statistics/tourism-statistics-database



Where to find the data?

UN Tourism elibrary

 https://www.e-unwto.org/



Where to find the data?

SDG Global Database https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/dataportal

UN Reports on SDGs

https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/dataportal


THANK YOU !!!

Ms. Leandry Moreno

Programme Officer

Statistics, Standard and Data Department

For any matter related to the UN Statistics Database, 
please contact Javier Montero at statistics@untourism.int
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